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a. That which happens during a pafluge or walk. 

He was Tent to conduce hither the princcfs Henrietta Maria, 
of whom his majefty had an ambulatory view in his travels. 

JVotton. 

3. Moveable ; as, an ambulatory court ; a court which removes 
from place to place for the excrcife of its jurifdiclion. 

A'mbury. n.f. A bloody wart on any part of a horfe’s body. 
Ambusca'de. n.f. [embufeade,Yr. See Ambush.] A private 
flation in which men lie to furprife others ; ambufh. 

Then waving high her torch, the figtial made. 

Which rous’d the Grecians from their ambufeade. Drydtn. 
When I behold a fafhionablc table fet out, I fancy that 
gouts, fevers, and lethargies, with innumerable diflcmpers, lie 
in ambufeade among the diflies. Addifon. Spefl. N • 195. 

Ambusca'do. n.f.[embofcada, Span.] A private port, in order 
to furprife an enemy. 

Sometimes fhe driveth o’er afoldicr’s neck, 

And then he dreams of cutting foreign throats, 

Of breaches, ambufeadoes, Spanifli blades, 

Of healths five fathom deep. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 
A'mbush. n.f [ embujehe, Fr. from hois a wood ; whence em- 
bufeher , to hide in woods, ambufhes being commonly laid un- 
der the concealment of thick forefts.] 

1. The port; where foldiersor afiaffins are placed, in order to fall 
unexpectedly upon an enemy. 

Charge, charge, their ground the faint Taxallans yield, 

Bold in clofc arnbujh, bafe in open field. 

» Dryden’s Indian Emperov.r. 

2 . The aft of furprifing another, by lying in wait, or lodging in 
a fecret poll. 

Nor fliall we need, 

With dangerous expedition, to invade 
Heav’n, whofe high walls fear no ailaultor fiege. 

Or ambuft from the deep. Milton' s Par. Lojl , b. ii. 

3. The (late of being ported privately, in order to furprife ; the 
ftate of lying in wait. 

The refiduc retired deceitfully towards the place of their 
ambujh, whence iffued more. Then the earl gathered his fmall 
company about him, and maintained the fight. But the ene- 
my, whether perceiving fomc fuccours advancing, or whether 
intending to draw the Englifh further into their ambujh, turned 
away at an eafy pace. Hayward. 

4. Perhaps the perfons placed in private ftations. 

For you, my noble lord of Lancafter, 

Once did I lav an ambufh for your life. Shakefp. Richard II. 

A mbushed, adj. [from ambufo. ] Placed in ambufh ; lying in 
wait. 

Thick as the fhades, there ifTue fwarming bands 
Of atnbujh'd men, whom, by their arms and drefs, 

To be Taxallan enemies I guefs. Dryd. hid. Emp. 

Ambu'shment. n.f. [from ambujh ; which fee.] Ambufh ; 
furprizc : a word now not ufed. 

Like as a wily fox, that having fpied 
W here on a funny bank the lambs do play. 

Full clofely creeping by the hinder fide. 

Lies in ambujhment of his hoped prey. Spenfer's Muiopotmos. 
Ambu'st. adj. [ambujlus, Lat.] Burnt; fealded. Did. 

Ambu'stion. n.f. [ambujh 0, Lat.] A burn ; a feald. 

A'mei. n.f. [email, Fr.] The matter with which die variegated 
works are overlaid, which we call enamelled. 

The materials of glafs melted with calcined tin, compofean 
undiaphanous body. This white ante l is the bafis of all thofe 
fine concretes that goldfmiths and artificers employ in the cu- 
rious art of enamelling. Boyle on Colours. 

AME'N. adv. [A word of which the original has given rife to 
many conjeftures. Scaliger writes, that it is Arabick ; and 
the Rabbics make it the compound of the initials of three 
words, fignifying the Lord is a faithful king ; but the word 
feems merely Hebrew, which, with a long train of deri- 

vatives, fignifies firmnefs, certainty, fidelity.] 

A term^ifcd in devotions, by which, at die end of a prayer, 
we mean, Jo be it, at the end of a creed, fo it is. 

One cried, God blefs us ! and. Amen ! the other. 

As they had fien me with thefc hangman’s hands. 

Liftening their fear, I could not fay Amen , 

When they did fay God blefs us. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Blefied be the Lord God of Ifrael, from everlafting and to 
evcrlafting, Amen and amen. Pfalmxli. 13. 

Ame nable, adj. [amefnable, Fr. amener quelquun, in the French 
courts, fignifies, to oblige one to appear to anfwer a charge 
exhibited againft him.] Rcfponfible ; fubjeft fo as to be liable 

to enquiries or accounts. , 

Again, becaufe the inferiour fort were loofe and poor, and 
not amenable to the law, he provided, by another aft, that five 
of the bell and eldeft perfons of every fept, rtiould bring m all 
the idle perfons of dieir furname, to be juftified by the law. 

Sir John Denies on Ireland. 

A'menance. n.J. [It fee ms to come from amener, Ir.] Con- 
duct; behaviour; mien : a word difufed. 

For he is fit to ufc in all allays. 

Whether for arm3 and warlike amenaucc , 

Qr clfe for wife and civil governance. Spenf. Hubb. Talc. 
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Well kend him fo far fpace, 

Th’ enchanter, by his arms and amentmee. 

When under him he law his Lybian fteed to prance. 

F airy Queen, b. ii. c . vi. 

To AMEND, v. a. [arnender, Fr. emendo, Lat.] 

1. To correct ; to change any thing that is wrong to fomething 
better. 

2. To reform the life, or leave wickednefs. 

In thefe two cafes we ufually write mend. See Mend. 
Amend your ways and your doings, and I will caufe y OU t 0 
dwell in this place. Jerem. vii, j, 

3. To reftore portages in writers which the copiers are fuppofed 
to have depraved ; to recover the true reading. 

To Amf.'nd. v. n. To grow better. To amend differs from to 
improve ; to improve fuppofes or not denies that the tiling j s 
well already, but to amend implies fomething wrong. 

As my fortune either amends or impairs, 1 may declare it un, 
to you. Sidney. 

At his touch 

Such funftity hath heaven given his hand, 

They prefently amend. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

AME’N DE. n.f. [French.] This word, in French, fignifies a 
fine, by which recompcnfe is fuppofed to be made for the fault 
committed. We ufc, in a cognate fignification, the word 
amends. 

A m e'n d m e N T. >i. f [amendment, hr.] 


1 . A change from bad for the better. 

Before it was prelented on the flage, fume things in it have 
parted your approbation and amendment. Dryd. Aureng. Prtf. 

Man is always mending and altering his works ; but nature 
oblervcs the fame tenour, becaufe her works are fo perfeft, that 
there is no place for amendments ; nothing that can be repre- 
hended. Bay on the Creation, 

There arc many natural defects in the underftanding, ca- 
pable of amendment, which arc overlooked and wholly neglec- 
ted. LAke. 

2 . Reformation of life. 

Our Lord and Saviour was of opinion, that they which 
would not be drawn to amendment of life, by the telfimony 
which Mofes and the prophets have given, concerning themi- 
feries that follow finners after death, were not likely to beper- 
fuaded by other means, although God from the dead fhould 
have raifed them up preachers. Hooker, b. v. § 22. 

Behold ! famine and plague, tribulation and anguifh, are 
fent as fcourges for amendment. ~ Ffdras, xvi. 19. 

Though a ferious purpofeof amendment, and trueafts of con- 
trition, before the habit, may be accepted by God; ytt there is 
no fure judgment whether this purpofc be ferious, or thefe arts 
true afts of contrition. Hammond’ s Practical Catecbijm. 

3. Recovery of health. 

Your honour’s plavers hearing your amendment. 

Arc come to play a pleafant comedy. ShakeJp.Tam. Strew. 

Am e'n dm ent. [emendaiio, Lat.] It fignifies, in law, the correc- 
tion of an errour committed in a proccfi, and clpicd before or 
after judgment ; and fometimes after the party s fecking ad- 
vantage by the errour. Blount. 

Amf.'nder. n.J'. [from amend.] The perfon that amends any 

thing. . , 

Ame'n ds. n.f. [ amende , Fr. from which it feems to be acciden- 
tally corrupted.] Recompenfc ; compcnfation ; attoncment- 

If I have too aufterely punifhed you, ^ 

Your compcnfation makes amends. Shakefp. Teitifjl. 

Of the amends recovered, little or nothing returns to thole 
that had fullered the wrong, but commonly all runs into the 
prince’s coffers. Sir IV. Raleigh’s Efip. 

Where 1 a pris’ner chain’d, fcarce freely draw 
The air imprifon’d alfo, clofc and damp, 

Unwholfomc draught; but here I feel amends. 

The breath of heav’n frefh blowing, pure and fweet, 

With day-fpring born ; here leave me to refpire. 

Milton's Sampjon Agvuftj- 
Some little hopes I have yet remaining, that I make tic 
world fome part of amends for many ill plays, by an cr ®‘ 
poem. Dryden’s Aureng. Pf«- 

If our fouls be immortal, this makes abundant mew* 
compcnfation for the frailties of file, and fufteringso 

. . , Jit 

It is a ftrong argument for retribution hereafter, tna 
tuous perfons arc very often unfortunate, and vicious P cr ^ 
profperous ; which is repugnant to the nature of a Being) ' 
appears infinitely wife and good in all his works; unlels " e • 
fuppofe that fuch a promifeuous diflribution, which was n ^ 
fury for carrying on the defigns of providence in this ‘ e ’ „ 
be reftified and made amends for in another. ^pfj , * 

Ame'nity. n.f. [amenite, Fr. amoenitas , Lat.] Lea an 
agreeablcnefs of fituation. • .t ic 

If the fituation of Babylon was fuch at firrt, as it was ^ 
days of Herodotus, it was rather a feat of amenity an 
than conducing unto this intention. Brown s vu.gw ^ ’ . . 

To AME RCE v. a. [1 murder , Fr. opJ« p-(Aw 
to give the original.] <;,„>• to i»' 

1. To punifli with a pecuniary penalty ; to exact a n > ^ 
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flift a forfeiture. It is a word originally juridical, but adopted 

by Pther wr ^ witll f 0 ft ro ng a fine. 

That vou {hall all repent the lofs of mine. 

I nat you r Shakefp. Rsmeo and Juliet. 

All the fuitors were confidently amerced, ?* this proved but 
an fneffeftual remedy for thofe mifehitf* Hale’s Law of Engl. 

, Sometimes with the particle in befoic the fine. 

They £hall amerce him in an hundred fhekelso 1 ver > 1 

g JK »n» .h= fate of the tenia. te»fe ^ ^ 

3. Sometimes it is ufed, in imitation of the Greek confirmation, 

with the particle of. , ,, 

Millions of fpirits, for his fault amen d 

Revolt J fr ° m ^ *• «• 

Amercer ». / [from amerce.] He that fets a fine upon any 
Semeanour; he that decrees or inflicts any pecuniary pu- 

AmLrcement. I n.f. [from amerce.] The pecuniary pumrti- 
Ame'rci ament. S ment of an offender, who Hands at the 
mercy of the king, or other lord in his court. UweU. 

All amercements and fines that fliall lie impofcd upon them, 
fti all come unto themfclves. Spenfer s State oj Ireland. 

Ames ace. n.f. [a corruption of the word amis ace, which ap- 
peals, from very old authorities, to have been early foftened by 
omitting the b.) Two aces on two dice. 

But then my ftudy was to cog the dice. 

And dext’roully to throw the lucky fice : 

To ftiun antes ace, that fwept my flakes away ; 

And watch the box, for fear they fhould convey 
Falfe bones, and put upon me in the play. ^ Dryd. P erf ms. 
A'mess. n.f [corrupted from amice.] A prieft’s veftment. Dt£l. 
Amftho'dical. adj. [from a and method.] Out of method; 
without method ; irregular. 

A'METHYST. n.f [«;« 3 vr^, contrary to wine, or contrary to 
drunkennefs ; fo called, cither becaufe it is not quite of the co- 
lour of wine, or becaufe it was imagined to prevent inebria- 
tion.] _ 

A precious (lone of a violet colour* bordering on purple. 
The oriental amethyft is the hardefl, fcarcert, and mort valuable ; 
it is generally of a dove colour, though fomc are purple, and 
others white like the diamond. I heGcrman is of a violet co- 
lour, and the Spanifh arc of three forts ; the bell are the blackefl 
or deepeft violet ; others are almofl quite white, and fome few 
tinftured with yellow. They are found in a hill named St. Sig- 
minont, in Catalonia, by following the vein of reddifh or black 
earth, or a vein in a rock fo coloured, and arc all hexangular, 
and pointed like cryflal. Sometimes a great number is found 
flicking together, like the Briftol diamonds ; but the beft arc 
found loofe in the chinks of the rock. Beautiful ones are 
alfo found in the Pyreneans, and in the mountains of Auvergne. 
The amethy/l is not extremely hard, but eafy to be engraved 
upon, and is next in value to the emerald. Savary. Chambers. 

I obferved fome Hones that nearly approached the granate 
compleftion ; and feveral very nearly refemblingthe amethy/l. 

IVoodward on Fo/ftls. 

A'methyst [in heraldry] fignifies the fame colour in a noble- 
man’s coat, that purpure docs in a gentleman’s. 
Amethy'stine. adj. [from amethy/l.] Refcmbling an amethyft 
in colour. 

A'MIABLE. adj. [aimable, Fr.] 

1. Lovely ; pleafmg. 

That which is good intheaftions of men, doth not only de- 
light as profitable, but as amiable alfo. Hooker. 

She told her, while fhe kept it, 

’T would make her amiable , fubduc my father 
Intircly to her love ; but if fl\e loft it. 

Or made a gift of it, my father’s eye 

Should hold her loathed. Shakefp. Othello. 

2. Pretending love ; filewing love. 

Spend all, only give me fo much time in exchange, as to lay 
amiable fiege to the honefty of this Ford’s wife ; ufe your art of 


wooing, 


;. Shakejpeare’s Merry Wives of Windfor. 

eness. n.f. [ from amiable. ] The quality of being ami- 


A'miablen 

able ; lovelinefs ; power of raifing love. 


Philips • 
Prior. 


As foon as the natural gaiety and amiallcncfs of the young 
man wears off, they have nothing left to commend them, but lie 
by among the lumber and refufe of the fpccies. Addif. Guard. 

A'miably. adv. [from amiable.] In an amiable manner ; in 
fuch a manner as to excite love. 

A'MICABLE. adj. [amicabilis, Lat.] Friendly; kind. It is 
commonly ufed of more than one ; as, they live in an amicable 
manner ; but we feldom fay, an amicable aftion, or an amicable 
man, though it be fo ufed in this paiTagc. 

. O grace ferene ! oh virtue hcav’nly fair. 

Divine oblivion of low-thoughted care ! 
hrefh blooming hope, gay daughter of the fky ! 

And faith, our early immortality ! 

Enter each mild, each amicable gueft ; 

Receive and wrap me in eternal reft. Popes Elo. to Abelard. 

Amicableness. n.f. [from amicable.] The quality of beino 
amicable ; fricndlineis ; goodwill. 0 
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A'micably. adv. [from amicable.] In an amicable manner; m 
a friendly way ; with goodwill and concord. 

They fee 

Through the dun miff, in blooming beauty frefh. 

Two lovely youths, that amicably walkt 
O’er verdant meads, and pleas’d, perhaps, revolv’d 
Anna’s late conquefls. 

I found my fubjefts amicably join. 

To lerten their defefts, by citing mine. . 

In Holland itfelf, where it is pretended that the variety ot 
fefts five fo amicably together, it is notorious how a turbulent 
party, joining with the Arminians, did attempt to deftroy the 
republick. Swift on the Sentiments of a Church of England man. 

A 'mice, n.f [amiaus, Lat. amili, Fr. Pritnum ex fex tndumenh: 
epifeopo y presbyter! is communibus funt , amiftus, alba, cingulum, 
JIM, mampulus , O’ plancta. Du Cange. Amiilus quo collum 
Jlringitur, O’ pea us tegitur, cojlitatem tntertoris homnns dejignat-, 
tegit enim eor, ne vanitates cogitet, Jlringit autem collum, ne inde 
adlinguam tr an feat mendacium. Bruno.] 1 fie firfl or undermolt 
part of a prieft’s habit, over which he wears the alb. 

Thus pafs’d the night fo foul, till morning fair 
Came forth with pilgrim Heps in amice grey. Paradife Reg. 

On fomc a priefl, fuccinft in amice white. 

Attends. Pope's Dunciad, b. iv. /. 441. 

^ MI . n ‘ l prep, [from a and mid, or mi elf.] 

Ami'dst. y r L 

1. In the midfl ; equally diftant from either extremity. 

Of the fruit 

Of each tree in the garden we may eat; 

But of the fruit of this fair tree, amicljl 
The garden, God hath faid, yefhall not eat. Paradife Lojl. 
The two ports, the bagnio, and Donatelli’s ftatue of the great 
duke, amidjl the four Haves, chained to his pedeftal, are very 
noble fights. ‘ Addifon on Italy. 

2. Mingled with ; furrounded by ; in the abmitof another thing. 

Amid my flock with woe my voice I tear. 

And, but bewitch’d, who to his flock would moan ? Sidney. 

So hills amid the air encounter’d hills, 

Hurl’d to and fro, with jaculation dire. Milt. Parad. Lojl. 

What have I done, to name that wealthy fwain, . 

The hoar amidjl my cryflal flreams I bring; 

And fouthern winds to blaft my flow’ry fpring. Dryd. Virg. 

Amata’s breafl the fury thus invades. 

And fires with rage amid the fylvan fhades. Dryd. Mneicl. 

3. Amongft; conjoined with. 

What tho’ no real voice nor found 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ? 

Li rcafon’s ear they all rejoice. 

And utter forth a glorious voice. 

For ever finging, as they fhine, 

“ The hand that made us is divine.” Addif. Spea. N° 465. 
Ami'ss. adv. [from a, which, in this form of compofition, often 
fignifies according to, and nujs, the Englifh particle, which fhews 
any thing, like the Greek to be wrong ; as, to mi fcount, 
to count erroneoufly; to mifdo, to commit a crime : amifs there - 
fore fignifies not right, or out of order. ] 

1. Faulty; criminal. 

For that which thou haft fwom to do amifs. 

Is yet amifs when it is truly done. Shakefp. King John. 

2. Faultily ; criminally. 

Wc hope therefore to reform ourfclves, if at any time we 
have done amifs, is not to fever ourfclves from the church we 
were of before. Hooker, b. iii. § 1. 

O ye powers that fearch 

The heart of man, and weigh his inmoft thoughts. 

If 1 have done amifs, impute it not. Add! Ton’s Cato. 

In an ill fenfe. 

She figh’d withal, they conftru’d all amifs. 

And thought fhe wiih’d to kill who long’d to kifs. Fairfax. 
Wrong; improper; unfit. 

Examples have not generally the force of laws, which all 
men ought to keep, but of counfcls only and perfuafions, not 
amifs to be followed by them, whofe cafe is the like. Hooker. 

Methinks, though a man had all fciencc, and all principles, 
yet it might not be amifs to have fome confcience. Ti/lotf. Pref 
Wrong ; not according to the perfeftion of the thing, what- 
ever it be. 

^ "V our kindred is not much amifs, ’tis true.; 

\ ct 1 am fomewhat better born than you. Drydtn. 

I built a wall, and when the mafons plaid the knaves, no- 
thing delighted me fo much as to ftaud by, while my fervants 
threw down what was amifs. Swift 




6. Reproachful ; irreverent. 

Every people, nation, and language, which fpeak any thincr 
amijs agamft the God of Shadrach, Meftiach, and Abedne-o 
fliall be cut in pieces, and their houfes fhall be made a duncrhil - 
becaufe there is no other God that can deliver after this fort. * 

- r • , • e i.v t ^ Daniel, iii. 20. 

/ . impaired in health ; as, I was fomewhat amifs ycflerdav, but 
am well to day. J 1 

8. Annjs k marked as an adverb, though it cannot always be ad- 
verbially rendered ; becaufe it always follows the fubftantive to 

which 


lifl 
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